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which merges colour and rank alike in the common
dignity of Islam.

These men, the guests of the Levant, are all, as a
rule, intensely Mahometan, though from different mo-
tives. The Caucasians, who a century since wavered
on a doubtful limit between local paganism and Orien-
tal Christianity, have been tutored into fervent Islam
by Eussian bayonets and an over-much proselytising
invader. The Crimean and Nogai Tatars have also
Christian wrongs to remember and to avenge. As for
the negroes, they bring to Islam the same enthusiastic
singleness of idea that they would have given to the
Baptist, the Wesleyan, or any other suitable modifica-
tion of Christianity, had their lines been cast in Jamaica
or in the States. But all alike form a real accession,
numerical and moral, to the Muslim cause, and infuse
something of the convert ardour into the general mass.
Half a million of such, to take them at the very least,
are no despicable allies.

The same can, however, hardly be said of the prose-
lytes properly so called, Hungarians, Poles, Italians,
and other Europeans who have at various times and
under various circumstances adopted the Osmanlee
nationality and religion. Passive sincerity, and a belief
that the system to which they have transferred them-
selves is for all essential purposes as good as that which
they have left, is in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred
the most and best that can be expected of them.
Many have not even this. Others have, with a
chivalrous love of adventure, and much aptitude for
action, brought also with them, wild unsettled charac-
ters, and habits incompatible with a prosperous career,
drunkenness, for instance, most often, gambling some-
times. Still the * refugee' list has to show some
names of Asiatic no less than of European celebrity,